Principal's Letter

Dear parents/guardians, teachers, and students,
EAehe SR, AAY, 18 s i

I hope everyone enjoyed their winter break and took advantage of the opportunity
to spend time with family and friends. I visited my brother's family, including three
nieces who love piggy back rides. The long plane rides give me an opportunity to
catch up on my reading, including a Terry Pratchett book recommended by our
students.

mEARE] ATYAE B3 A% AFE PAse JE ARE
ML At Bel Suiehs 2 Folshs AWe) 2rhwol 9t FA
WSSl 7 0] e A SlEe] 34 HTerry Pratchett of 4%,
542 @ 71818 FAF

111

r&‘im

Many of you have inquired about the potential impact the proposed FCPS budget will
have on TJ next year. We have read in public newspapers that FCPS should expect
a budget shortfall of over $200 million, which means there will need to be some cuts
in multiple areas across the district.
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Some of the impact will be district wide, such as an increase in class size, which
means fewer teachers and possible elimination of some elective courses if
enrollment is low.
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Consequently, I anticipate it will be difficult for students to change schedules once
the master schedule is put in place in early summer.
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In addition to larger class sizes, the proposed FCPS budget includes possible
elimination of some winter athletics teams, including gymnastics.
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Also, proposed cuts specific to TJ include afternoon depot bus zones, where
students would be dropped off at a local school or library rather than directly at
home.
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All of these potential cuts are speculative at this point, given the School Board is
reviewing them and awaiting any additional revenue sources, such as an increase in
property tax rates from the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.
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We hope to retain as many services and programs as possible next year, and
appreciate your ongoing support and contributions to the school and Partnership
Fund that enable special opportunities for our students.
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At a high tech school, sometimes we use low tech traditions to inform our views.

The Farmer's Almanac this year is predicting a winter snowier than normal so be
prepared for school delays.
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You can obtain updated information about school
closings at the FCPS website
(http://www.fcps.edu/news/emerg.htm) and how
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the decision is made (http://www.fcps.edu/news/weather.htm).

As the first semester comes to a close, I encourage parents, teachers, and students
to maintain open dialogue about academic coursework. Talk about strengths,
challenges, and ways we can support student success.
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Please don't hesitate to contact me (Evan.Glazer at fcps.edu or 703-750-8306) if you
have ideas that support this goal and align with our mission as a science and
technology school.
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Thank you for your continued support.
Evan Glazer
TJ Principal
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